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1.

Can art have a history? We think about art as being timeless, the ‘beauty’ of its appearance
having meaning, significance, and appeal to humankind across the ages. At least this usually
applies to our ideas about ‘high’ or fine, art, in other words painting and sculpture. This kind of
visual material can have an autonomous existence — we can enjoy looking at it for its own sake,
independent of any knowledge of its context, although of course viewers from different time

periods or cultures may see the same object in contrasting ways.
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Ecology is the scientific study of all these kinds of interactions between organisms, to one
another and their physical environment. Biologists tend to study things at different biological
scales, from molecules to the biosphere. Most ecological research is concerned with questions

from the population to ecosystem scale.



