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Western artists sought inspiration in Japanese art for a variety of reasons. In the applied arts, Japonisme arose
from a widespread study of their own historic decoration, stemming from a desire to improve the quality of
design in manufactured goods. The study of Japanese models also promoted a broader interest in principles of
decorative design; during the late 19th century publications on decoration and the applied arts grew in number,

and Japanese examples were frequently included.
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It is important to document an object’s provenance for legal, ethical, and scholarly reasons. A deliberately
falsified provenance may accompany a work of art that is either inauthentic or legally encumbered*, as is often
the case with illicitly excavated artefacts and smuggled works of art. Inaccurate provenance information may

also be the result of human error, for example, when the histories of two visually similar works of art are confused.

* legally encumbered: YERIZRIEDN & 5,



