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A) Japanese schoolchildren are taught how to practice self-criticism both in order to improve their relations with others

and to become more skilled in solving problems. This stance of perfectionism through self-criticism continues throughout

life. Sushi chefs and math teachers are not regarded as coming into their own until they've been at their jobs for a decade.

Throughout their careers, in fact, Japanese teachers are observed and helped by their peers to become better at their jobs.

Contrast this with the American practice of putting teachers’ college graduates into the classroom after a few months of

training and then leaving them alone to succeed or not, to the good or ill fortune of a generation of students.

B) Before Ms. Takaichi’s election, it was almost impossible to think of a prominent female politician who actually carried

a bag. Several recent female leaders did not. Generally, the more important the person, the smaller the bag. Now Ms.

Takaichi is changing the calculus. Emi Kameoka, the fashion director of Vogue Japan, said that Ms. Takaichi’s bag serves

to underscore her image as a professional woman and reinforces her campaign promise to “work and work and work and

work.” It can hold both files and tablets, and it telegraphs elegance and utility.
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