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1. Introduction

It is generally difficult to identify the year of issue for Yujo-e; i.e. a print for courtesans,
because the year of issue was not printed on Ukiyo-e before the Meiji Restoration, although at
the end of Tokugawa-era censorship seals included year and month. Also it is difficult to identify
any particular courtesan, when the same name is inherited by her successor. In order to identify
the year of issue Yoshiwara-saiken, the directory of courtesans published twice a year, is used.
Because the term of courtesans in their particular house used to last for eight years on average,
it is difficult to identify the year of issue clearly, even though the same name of a courtesan as in
Yujo-e is found in the Yoshiwara-saiken. One of the most difficult cases is that the same name was
taken over by a successor continuously; Ainare of Ebiya appeared in Yoshiwara-satken for more
than 70 years. Fortunately, the National Museum Volkenkunde, Leiden, owns a collection of lots
of Yujo-e, whose time of purchase were clearly indicated as 1818, 1822 and 1826; the 1st, 5th and
9th years of Bunsei. Therefore, the collection in Leiden plays a role similar to that of index fossils
for geology. When a new print, whose year of issue is unknown, is found, this can be identified,
referring the prints in Leiden, if they are in the same series.

It is well known that the series of Keisei-Dochu-Sogrogoku by Keisai Eisen, which consists of
55 prints and distributes courtesans to their corresponding stations along the 7Tokaido, has lots of
variations. There are identical images except for the name of each courtesan; this suggests that different
courtesans apparently used the same emblem (Mon in Japanese) . However, this is not understandable,
because the emblem is supposed to be an attribute for an individual or particular family. Although
studies on prints of courtesans in the light of such emblems were carried out for those issued in the late
18th century by Asano [1], there has been less report on the prints issued in the 19th century.

‘ Inthe present report, the role of the emblem in Yujo-e is studied. We carefully checked

~_various series of prints in Museum Volkenkunde and in the Japan Ukiyo-e Museum, which were

 to bgzpurchased (issued) in Edo in the same year.



Museum Volkenkunde : The Japan Ukiyo-e Museum
Leiden 1-4470-12 e |

Figure 1  Egawa of Maruebi-ya in (a) Kuwana-station of Keisei-Dochu-Sogrogoku, (b) Kisen-Hoshi of Keisei-
Rokkasen and (c) Tsukushi-no-Fuji of Shokoku-Fuji- Tsukushi. Common property is an emblem of Mitsumomiji,
three leaves of Japanese maple.

Fig.] ABEERTII () REERRS < RAE. (b) BRAEREREN ) FEELRULAKOEL.
INSOIRICHBOBHRERIE '=26H 01 OTH 3,

2. Mon as an attribute for Oiran

Figures la, 1b and lc show Egawa of Maruebi-ya, who appeared in various series of prints
by Keisai Eisen, ie., (a) Kuwana-station of Keisei-Dochu-Sogrogoku, (b) Kisen-Hoshi of Keisei-
Rokkasen and (c) Tsukushi-no-Fuji of Shokoku-Fuji- Tsukushi. Since Egawa in the Kuwana-
station was purchased by Siebold (see the inventory number of 1-4470-12) in 1826 (9th year of
Bunsei) , the year of issue is determined as 1825. In the summer of 1825 all houses came back
from temporary places (Karitaku) to Yoshiwara; in April of Bunsei 7th year (lunar calendar)
there was a big fire in Yoshiwara. This return would have motivated houses and courtesans to
publish prints for advertisement. The year of issue is also estimated to ca. 1826 for Egawa both
in Keisei-Rokkasen (Fig. 1b) and Shokoku-Fuji- Tsukushi (Fig. 1c) . Note that in the background
of Fig. 1c black boxes with letters Takemura-Ise were printed. These boxes contain rice crackers
and/or something sweet, and were presented by a patron for commemorating a debut«of a new
courtesan. Although the name of Egawa appeared continuously in this period, as shownln Fig"s,»  Fokin
and 2Zb, a new courtesan inherited the name of Egawa in this year; she used the Mztsumommas

her attribute.
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Figure 2  Parts of Yoshiwara-saiken a) for 1821 (4th year of Buser) spring and b) for 1825
(8th year of Busei) autumn, which show courtesans of Maruebi-ya. The name of Egawa was

ek .

= depicted by a red rectangular.

?ﬁé Fig.2 XK 4EE (1821) HLUXH 8 EH (1825) DEMMARICEH T SIBEE.
s

&

V&AES191-1886 ! 5 & 2 NDL Japan 2-8-2-4

l FH MO BN N A S — N H#

~
Co

Museum Volkenkunde
1-4486

NDL Japan 2-5-1

Figure 3  Ainare of Ebi-ya: a) by Kikumaro, b) by Eizan, ¢) by Eisen and d) by Kunisada.
Attributes are Kiri, Migi-Mitsudomoe, Dakimyoga and Mokko, respectively.
Fig.3 BEENEE  a) EXEBE. b) TS, o) ERE, d) BEE . fE. zhzni.

H=VE, BER. 8L 6225,
Figure 3 shows four prints for Ainare of Ebi-ya published in different opportunities. The names
of Ainare appeard in Yoshiwara-saiken continuously for over 70 years. Figure 3d shows boxes
of Takemura-Ise and was published for advertising a debut of new Ainare, whose attribute was

Mokko. From these prints, it is inferred that each Ainare used each own attribute.
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First state frontispiece portrait of Gulliver and rtitle-page from rhe first issue of the first edition, 1726

Second state frontispicce portrait of Gulliver Portrait of Gulliver from the duodecimo
from a later issue of the first edition, 1726 edition, 1733
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Figure 4 “The Formosan Alphabet” from
“George Psalmanazar,” An Historical and
Geographical Description of Formosa, Second
Edition. (The Library Company of Philadelphia.)

Gulliver's Travels vol. III

Figure 2 Formosan figures in costume. From George Psalmanazar, An
Historical and Geographical Description of Formosa, 2nd ed. (Courtesy of The
_Library Company of Philadelphia)




 The llustrated Books in the Blomhoff, Fisscher, and Siebold Callections
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Since quite some time, there has been considerable interest in the collection of books brought
to Europe by Philipp Franz von Siebold. They were first catalogued by Johann Joseph Hoffmann,
in 1845, and later again by Lindor Serrurier, in 1895. The Hoffmann catalogue is known as
Catalogus librorum et manuscriptorum japonicorum: A Ph. Fr. de Siebold collectorum, annexa
enumeratione illorum, qui in museo regio hagano servantur/ auctore Ph. Fr. de Siebold: libros
descripsit J. Hoffmann. Lugduni-Batavorum: Apud auctorem, 1845. vi, 35 pp. , printed privately
in an edition of 125 copies. The catalogue prepared by Serrurier is in French, and is titled
Bibliotheque japonaise: Catalogue raisonné des livres et des manuscrits japonais enrégistrés @ la
bibliothéque de I université de Leyde. Leyde: Brill, 1896. The latter is a much larger catalogue,
also comprising the important collections made by people such as Jan Hendrik Donker Curtius
(1813-79) , the last Opperhoofd at Deshima, the chemist Koenraad Wolter Gratama (1831-88, in
Japan 1866-71) , and the pharmacist A.J.C. Geerts (in Japan in the 1870s) , whose collections
were first donated to the National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden. However, in 1881, the Board
of Leiden University decided to remove the un-illustrated books and the collection of maps from
the museum and house these from then in the University Library. In this way, many of the early
collections of books and maps were truncated and it is now difficult to evaluate these collections in

their original composition.

This, however, is not the only problem we face when we would like to evaluate how the early
collectors went about in making their collections. Siebold, for example, has unjustly been regarded
as a visionary collector, since the 1845 Hoffmann catalogue already fails to properly indicate which
books were actually collected by the former Opperhoofd Jan Cock Blomhoff (1779-1853, in Japan
1817-23) or by the Deshima servant Johan Frederik van Overmeer Fisscher (1800-48, in Japan
1820-29) . Although he claims to indicate the original collector by signs such as D and [], these
appear to be far from complete, or correct. From documents kept both at the National Archives,
North Holland, Haarlem, as well as the Burg Brandenstein Siebold archives, it appears that Siebold
apparently borrowed quite a large portion of the books collected by his precursors on Deshima in

1836, for a period of several months — to never return these, in spite of repeated reqtigs?ts.
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As a consequence, the only way to find out what the original Blomhoff, Fisscher and Siebold
collections of books consisted of, is to check all the ‘Siebold’ books listed by Hoffmann, and check
these for the stamped note’ From the collection of Jan Cock Blomhoff, or ‘From the collection
of J.F. van Overmeer Fisscher. Moreover, for the collection made by Van Overmeer Fisscher,
we can also check his library from the MS-catalogue of his collection that he already started
preparing in Japan and concluded in Batavia, waiting for the ship that would bring him back to
Europe. During his stay there, he met with the reverent Medhurst, who apparently knew Chinese,
and helped him with the transcription of some of the titles of these books, as well as providing

notes on the contents of quite a few of them.

It then appears that Van Overmeer Fisscher acquired a very comprehensive library on quite
a wide range of subjects, whereas Blomhoff mainly concentrated on ekon, picture books. Indeed,
their collections in many ways provided a good resource for complementing what appears to be a
rather small collection of books made by Siebold — his first and foremost interest was botany and
maps. However, for a real basic and comprehensive classic dictionary such as the Wakan sansai
zue, we have to consult the Overmeer Fisscher Collection. For another classic such as the Hokusai

manga, then complete in ten volumes, it is, again, to be found in the Overmeer Fisscher Collection.

I would here like to expand a little on some treasures in these collections, some providing
interesting facts about states or editions available at the time when Blomhoff and Fisscher made

the four annual court journey in 1822, Siebold doing so in 1826.

NB; For a more general overview of early European collections of books, Peter Kornicki,
‘Collecting Japanese books in Europe from the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries, in:

Bulletin of Portuguese Japanese Studies, 2004, 8, pp. 21-38, offers a much wider overview.



KERFAFXEEHINFRR TIFE X B DMKk
—BBAAIT

M (E5MiFEE2- K4 %K5), #222x #4156 M, BANBUER. Fx24 (1705) Fl.
T BE AR B IR

FRLENIHIBED e Wo AERMTH D, BROILFICBIT 5 HEMOBEE S 1T, *
ANBBHEHOZT L VI BRET, &2 QI shiHEHZBERL TV,
FHRFICEL - B3 1 TR) PIESN, EBELTRERALEbES LIZIZRAL 25,

)

39




011 (D - ox)

40 e

NN
- ,r, /«/wmunur
rA

N %\N /N/%///W

O




B

R

Peleas 2 (2@ S Yo dy
— ~A e |

|

i T8 O bl M\.men. -
e e - AN
’ A} ’ L} e 2 i e A \ v/ :
S AT NS S punS
e ) i \.,,lzw.,u». byl

Kibyere o0 6 i

A
.ﬂﬂ,
b N A

ool L A \ Lot i i ien ] ,4
e R N e A
! ! o e r ’ .
R L W R R e SR
! : 'S i i o i m,
R e KON TS DB

X 1 Jooair ,7)»»).”/“\1/
: x\/ﬂd_,.@, AN o \?M.m,.vw]\/w/wﬂ”/«,u\,.ww\ WUM Rl
. . }

\ 1 e & 1 | g
WIS, P/ A Oy <85




R

\ bosa B s . s
C e R L LU0

| ! U ;%m

r e ’ 1 n r Lot
TRV R RS s

e ’

seeugan -

{

e e R N e e\ BN B




(M0 - \T»;)‘ Etﬁffﬁ




o

W

AW
N \\\
\




45




MART—27 Vg vy FTNERE

% 41 2010411 A 30H

W BT

EBERL T RELZEERITEAT
I #

T 1918510 EEFASHEFH AR E4 -1 -1
Tel/Fax 042-585-8830
E-mail bungei @ jissen.ac.jp

Tuy s LAEES

B
P H
Tk
AR
i
HIES
B

Fl ORISR R)
PREE (GRS K FREEIR)
T (B FREFHR)
To (TERELR)
it (BITEREAEER)
BH (B RZFEIR)
# (EELTFRFEHIR)






o — . RO o W Wit R s . o s ek s g
i DL -~ 5 g I e e g A NI " T st S g RSP S IR 3 gy 5 ” R aad 0 P s A

AR < IO TS e . = . - — -
P——— e s ) e S 2 e i et it

I o s - -

e e kg -
e N S

» ia

o
R Tl s o »

e RS RSt VN - i e T T N e S e T RS g, 0

- vt ey ant IS S—— 2 B s, T — R
e s T, T e e AT S Pty O, I VA . g i

» e 4 % = 2 ) o,
B i W i . e S g s N 5 ey g OIS NS NN N e HATTIT s S g O P s o P e B T AN W, | g g i

g A e e A M
g SO g g 1 3 S i A g AT o o R g g i

o ————— A O bt i o D g oAt T 2

e i
y

—_— ———— A

A i, it ag— - —

T o e, = - - S———
s e N gy TP S o i o I VIR AN T SN s I SO SO -’.‘J.!l..lc!lv{l' e i

—es L

A SO, - o oA P . ST e ——— 24—

= . - o o X o T

g a—— = S " . e

e T b, A S B e

i




