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What Robbins did so skilfully is he has the characters ease their way into a kind of dance
carriage that is so subtle that we almost don’t fully realise it until it hits us across the face.
It’s almost like an airplane taking off: it’s moving, it’s moving, it starts to take off, you
almost don’t feel that you’ve left the ground. That’s definitely something that I’ve picked

up on and attempted to incorporate through my work too. (Collinge)
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I used to hate that very dark makeup that they used on all the Sharks. I mean, we were
really all mostly one shade. And I said, “God, I hated this makeup. Why does it have to
be so dark?” I said, “I’m Puerto Rican. Why can’t we be my color?” ([# 24> v 7 - A
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out of respect for the inclusivity of our intentions to hire a totally Latinx cast to play the
Sharks' boys and girls. ...Especially Puerto Rico, we looked a lot in Puerto Rico, we have
20 performers in our film from Puerto Rico or they’re Nuyorican. That was very
important and that goes hand-in-hand with my reasoning for not subtitling the Spanish. If
I subtitled the Spanish I’d simply be doubling down on the English and giving English
the power over the Spanish. This was not going to happen in this film, I needed to respect

the language enough not to subtitle it. (Bankhurst)
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