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And now, once again, I bid my hideous progeny go forth and prosper. I have an
affection for it, for it was the offspring of happy days, when death and grief were but

words, which found no true echo in my heart (Shelley, “Introduction”)
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The ‘magical® aspect of the story thus does not introduce or represent alternatives to
sexual normativity, as much as it tries to hide the conservatism of Magical Great
Britain. As Pugh, Wallace and Bronski emphasize, Harry does emerge from his
cupboard, like the homosexual emerges from the ‘closet’ to enter the wizarding

world. (Vesti¢ 169-170)
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"Lupin’s condition of lycanthropy was a metaphor for those illnesses that carry a
stigma, like HIV and AIDS. All kinds of superstitions seem to surround blood-borne
conditions, probably due to taboos surrounding blood itself. The wizarding community
is as prone to hysteria and prejudice as the Muggle one, and the character of Lupin

gave me a chance to examine those attitudes." (Rowling, Short Stories 49)
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